JJQ                                 TO THE STUDENTS
is superimposed carries no merit with it, and often gives rise
to secret vice that saps the morals of the society in which that
vice exists. Let the correspondent know that I am writing from
personal observation.
I should be glad indeed if my advice results in elementary
justice being done to the maiden widows, and if for that reason
the other maidens instead of being prematurely sold to man's
lust are given an opportunity of waiting for maturity in age
and wisdom.
I have no theory of marriage that is inconsistent with a
belief in transrSigration, rebirth and mukti. The reader should
know that millions of Hindus whom we arrogantly describe as
belonging to the lower order have no ban on widow remarriage.
And I do not see how if remarriage of old widowers does not
interfere with that belief, real marriage of girls wrongly
described as widows can interfere with that grand belief. I
may mention for the edification of the correspondent that
transmigration and rebirth are not mere theories with me but
facts as patent as the daily rise of the sun. Mukti is a fact to
realize which I am striving with all my might. And it is the
contemplation of mukti which has given me a vivid conscious-
ness of the wrong that is being done to these maiden widows,
Let us not in our emasculation mention in the same breath as
these modern injured maiden widows the immortal names of
Sita and others referred to by the correspondent.
Lastly, whilst there is, and very properly, glorification of
real widowhood in Hinduism, there is, so far as I am aware,
no warrant for the belief that in the Vedic times there was any
absolute ban upon remarriage of widows. But my crusade is
not against real widowhood, It is against its atrocious cari-
cature. The better way is not to regard as widows at all the
girls I have in view and whom every Hindu who has a spark
of chivalry in him is bound to relieve from their intolerable
yoke. I therefore humbly but emphatically repeat the advice
to every young Hindu to refuse to marry any but these maidens,
miscalled widows,
India, 6-10-1927